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Habits and Attitudes of Today's Coeds 
TWO UNIVE RSIT Y ALUMNI wc re wa lking dow n the 
mall in front of the Arts and Scicncc and Student Com-
mons buildings. 
One turncd to the other and sa id , "Amazing how this 
place has changed, isn't it? When 1 was a studcnt they 
were still trying to fini sh the south wing of the Student 
Union and now thcy not only have th at but a brand 
new Commons as well ." 
"Just doesn' t seem the same," his fri end rep lied. 
Classrooms and personnel are just two obvious 
changes M.U. grads notice when they visit their alm a 
mater but the grea test changc of all can be see n in the 
ideas of the students themselves. 
Recently 200 University women se lected at random 
answered questions concerning their views on academic 
and social life. 
Their answers revea l why they came to college, the 
type of dates they enjoy, the clothes they wea r, the 
hours they study, the morals they maintain , the behavior 
they expect of others and many more factors which 
make the 1966 coll ege girls far different from those of 
their mother's day. 
There's an old belief that a girl comes to college to 
find her man but today's coed has plenty of other rea-
sons. Many of these interviewed indicated that they 
came to prepare for a vocation which demanded higher 
education but several other factors were mentioned. 
One sophomore seemed to think of college as a tes t-
ing ground: " I ca me to the University to get away from 
home and to see if I was capable of being in co llege." 
A nother brought out a reason typical of many when 
she admitted she had never rea ll y considered doi ng any-
thing else since it had been taken for granted she wo uld 
go to co llege like the rest or her family. 
But now that she's at M.U. what's the '66 coed wear-
ing? Fa ther often complains about the bill s of his college 
miss but apparently most do not sce delinite limits on 
clothes spending as only 15 per cent of the in te rviewees 
operate on a clothes allowance. 
DES PI TE WHAT FASHION EDITORS proclaim is 
" in ," most of the M.U. coeds do not likc the new look 
which usuall y includes the print hose, and thigh-high 
skirt and a top to match the wild stockings. However, 
therc is onc outfit which is accepted alm ost universally 
- a sweatshirt and CLlt-Ofl'S. Ninety-nine per cent of the 
girls own wheat jeans or cut-ofl's (chopped off blue 
jea ns) as well as several sweatshirts. Only two girls did 
not own a sweatshirt while the average owned five and 
some owned as many as ] 5. 
Girls also revealed they are not se ttling for just 
popularity or what's "in" in other areas. 
Given a choice of a 4 point grade average, engage-
ment, homecoming queen or president of the Associa-
tion of Women Students, girls showed that they put 
scholarship first. Forty-five per cent preferred the 4 
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Today's coed respects honesty and integrity, 
she has become more tolerant, but she 
doesn't fit into any single pattern although 
her ideas differ from her predecessors' on 
campus-but the photo at left suggests no 
special variation on a romantic theme famil-
iar to generations of students. 
Columbia Missourian photos. 
What about cheating? Morals? Girls tell how they stand. 
point; 27 listed engagement; 19 per cent favored home-
coming queen and 9 per cent thought an A WS presi-
dency would be most desirable. 
While the recipe for making a 4 point remains a 
mystery to most, records show that long hours of study 
and few dates do not necessarily result in high grades. 
The fact that some girls study four hours a day, date 
seldom and make a 2.1, while others study the same 
amount of time or less, datc regularly and make a 3.5, 
supports the theory that good grades depend more on 
how one studies than on how much. 
Since all work and no play could make the 1966 
coed a dull girl, most are leading an active social life. 
DATING HABITS fall into four main groups: Dating 
one boy all the time; dating one boy who is not in 
Columbia and "being faithful"; dating several boys with 
no special interest in anyone, and dating a boy "back 
home" but having fun at M.U. 
The social calendars at Mizzou are filled mainly with 
small partics popularized by the increased number of 
student apartments and the cover charge of most public 
party spots, dances and shows. 
Drinking does not seem to be confined to any certain 
age group. Sixty-six per cent of the coeds said they 
drink (18 per cent qualified their answers by saying 
sometimes) while the remaining 34 per cent said they 
do not. 
Blind dating is popular on a campus the size of 
the University. Boys often call girls they know, asking 
to be introduced to a new girl, while · girls are anxious 
to meet new boys through a mutual friend. 
When asked to list characteristics they look for in 
blind dates compared to those desired in steady dates, 
the coeds stressed the importance of good looks, cour-
tesy and conversational ability. 
However, when listing the traits looked for in a 
steady date, a typical answer was, "I like someone who 
displays dependability and ambition." 
Another added she likes a boy who is well liked by 
other boys and one who carries their respect. 
Just as the first year in college is often a time of 
adjustment in attitudes toward blind dating, drinking 
and parties, it is a period of transition in study habits. 
The trend indicated that the freshman year must be the 
most difficult time for coeds to make good grades, as 
80 per cent of the upperclassmen said their grades had 
improved or stayed the same since their freshman year. 
A school the size of the University often faces such 
problems as personal contact between faculty and stu-
dents and academic honesty. 
The interviewees were asked if they felt close to an 
instructor; 60 per cent replied in the affirmative while 
40 per cent said they did not. 
THE SURVEY REVEALED also that cheating is 
somewhat of a problem at the University where large 
classes often are graded on two or three tests during the 
semester. Added temptation comes when as much as 
half the total grade depends on performance on the final 
exam. The importance of a certain grade may also be-
come a deciding factor. The difl'erence between a C and 
D may mean whether or not a student stays in school or 
the difference between Band C whether a girl gets 
initiated into her sorority. 
But whatever the incentive for cheating might be, 
this survey revealed that 70 per cent would read exams 
before they were given if they had the opportunity and 
if someone else had obtained the questions. 
Many deny that they have changed their personal 
habits but admit that they are more tolerant of others. 
One coed explained: 
"I can't say that my 1110ra1s have changed but my 
views on morals have gone through a mellowing. Be-
fore college J considered all girls having premarital 
sexual relationships as pretty bad, whereas now I think 
it's their own business. The reason is probably that I 
have been exposed to the issue. I know that many 
girls I sec every day are not virgins and it doesn't affect 
my opinion of them." 
A type of honesty and sincerity seems to be respected 
among the girls. A junior explained, "I feel responsible 
only to myself, not to society, to make wise decisions 
and to stick with them. If a girl has no guilt ab011t 
her sex life, I believe her and wish her the best. The 
ones I condemn are those who talk one way and act 
another." 
While most admit they have become more tolerant, 
some maintain that their ideas are the same or even 
stronger since they've entered college. 
"I've strengthened my views on morals. At least 
I have found my own reasons for what I do instead of 
merely accepting someone else's values," one said. 
But whether it's in morals, academics or dress there 
just doesn't seem to be a single pattern for the 1966 
Mizzou Coed. One girl probably made the best state-
ment of the survey when she added a question of her 
own (under 'question to questioner') . 
"Are you one of those lost idealists trying to establish 
that non-existent average girl?" she asked. "There is no 
such animal. Everything is relative. As Steinbeck said, 
'There ain't no good and there ain't no bad, it's just 
things people do.' " 0 
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